The Ancient Worlds of Asia
Finally the two colossi were laid on the river loaded on to a raft and floated downstream the third act began. Layard's previous shij plaques. These had presented no problems a paratively light. They had been shipped d by Mosul boatmen, thence to Basra by boatm and finally transferred to ocean-going vessel shipment of these colossi at Baghdad would li difficulties, Layard insisted on their being fer to Basra. The Mosul boatmen, however, wh< farther than Baghdad, would have none of th was eventually solved by finding a Baghdad bo threat of prison for debt, who was willing to t whole operation.
The first expedition was now almost o\ prepared to leave Nimrud, Before doing so, anxious to rebury the walls covered with • doors guarded by the winged colossi to prote< depredations of the "true believers3' who ha< tear out the eyes from the statues of human t them from exercising any magical power. Bef up these exhumed treasures, Layard took tl Nineveh and its Remains once more through the : palace:
"On approaching the mound, not a trac< be perceived, except a small mud hut cov erected for the accommodation of my Chal We ascend this artificial hill, but still see no :h all their might and fifes:
